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army was composed of good troops, well organized; but
they had no real knowledge of war and had not yet learned
the lesson of military obedience. Moreover, they had the
false idea that at their first volley and charge the enemy
would be routed. There have been volumes of controversy
about the battle in after years, mostly productive of little
good. Perhaps it need now only be said that the conflict
was little creditable to either side.

Sherman personally led his -brigade in the battle. It was
his first serious fighting, and he was of a nervous and ex-
citable temperament; yet he displayed remarkable coolness
and steadiness. He entered the action early in the after-
noon, and pursued the retreating enemy for more than a
mile, Then he had to assume the defensive, and, after a
determined struggle, his brigade was beaten, regiment by
regiment, and driven back in disorder. When the panic
set in his men joined in it, and their retreat was, in his
own words,* " disorderly in the extreme." -The total loss
of his brigade was in killed, 205 wounded and 293 miss-
ing. His own conduct, however, was such ds to impress
favorably his friends at Washington, and, on the request
of the Ohio members of Congress, he was, on August 3d,
appointed Brigadier-General of Volunteers. His commis-
sion was dated May i/th, and was accepted on August i6th.
Following is Sherman's official report of the operations
of his brigade at Bull Run, made to Captain Baird, As-
sistant Adjutant-General of the First Division :

" The brigade was composed of the Thirteenth New
York Volunteers, Colonel Quimby; Sixty-ninth New
York, Colonel Corcoran ; Seventy-ninth New York, Col-
onel Cameron; Second Wisconsin, Lieutenant-Colonel
Peck, and Company E, Third Artillery, under command of
Captain R. B Ayres, Fifth Artillery. We left our campster. He Moultriertnership dissolved, and in a very short time Sherman
